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Rough family life teaches
Tre’ Newton valuable lessons
SPORTS PAGE 6
“Una Corda” explores emotions in dealing with cancer
Player overcomes personal tragedy through club soccer
Campus life keeps of cer on toes
Jeff Heimsath| Daily Texan Staff 
Brian Dillenberger, the UT Police Department’s newest officer, drives through campus on patrol during a 15-week training period. 
By Daniel Sanchez
Daily Texan Staff
It happened two years ago 
this Thanksgiving. Texas had 
beaten Oklahoma 45-35 but was 
ranked below them in The As-
sociated Press polls. Accounting 
graduate student Adam Linde-
muth, president of Alpha Kap-
pa Psi, bought a turkey and in-
vited friends and family over to 
his house so everyone could ex-
perience the Texas A&M game 
and tailgate. 
“It was cool to see because 
there was a lot of families,” Lin-
demuth said. “People came to 
be with their kids for Thanks-
giving, sharing that bond over 
love of a tailgate.”
He said that game was more 
than just his favorite tailgate — 
it was his favorite college mem-
ory.
“I think it’s specific to UT,” 
Lindemuth said. “Any organi-
zation can have parties, can do 
a lot of the stuff that any social-
ly geared organization does, 
but few of them can have a Tex-
as tailgate.”
To Lindemuth and Alpha 
Kappa Psi, tailgating is a huge 
part of their history at the Uni-
versity. It’s so big, the fraterni-
ty pushed its rush week back 
to include a tailgate during to-
morrow’s game to give fresh-
men like Chris Trachier their 
first UT tailgate experience.
“I’m just going to share it 
with my classmates and Alpha 
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In 1982, long before thousands 
of oil rigs speckled the deep waters 
of the Gulf of Mexico, the five-man 
crew of a UT research ship hauled 
up a large sample of ocean floor 
while studying the area’s geology.
When UT associate geology 
professor William Behrens got 
back to the lab with the core sam-
ple, he found a thick, black sub-
stance oozing out of it and decid-
ed to phone his colleague Patrick 
Parker, a UT professor of marine 
science and chemistry. 
Now retired to his farm in Ala-
bama, Parker said he used ultravio-
let light to peer into the sample and 
confirmed what they suspected — it 
was oil. The sample was 10 percent 
oil, as opposed to usual samples, 
which are about one ten-millionth 
oil. The two then put a hypodermic 
needle into a space where the earth 
in the sample had been pushed 
apart and found natural gas. 
“I thought, ‘Man, I can’t believe 
it,’” Parker said. “I’ve heard that as 
soon as the oil companies read our 
paper, they had ships out there tak-
ing cores and shining [ultraviolet] 
light on it.”
In a Dec. 5, 1983, story in The 
Daily Texan, Parker said there had 
been drilling in the Gulf of Mexi-
co before Behrens’ discovery, but 
at depths of 2,000 to 3,000 feet, 
the risks involved in drilling were 
substantial, Parker said. Today, 
oil companies drill at twice those 
depths and the Deepwater Hori-
zon oil spill occurred at 5,000 feet.
“What this represents is a new 
frontier,” he had said. “It’s a big 
investment.”
Oil and gas companies had sus-
pected for years that there may 
be oil in the deeper regions of the 
northern area of the Gulf of Mexi-
co, but this was the first time any-
one had confirmed it, he said. Ac-
cording to the Texan story, Behrens 
was studying sea-level changes in 
an area known as the “Green Can-
yon” when he struck oil.
Soon after, Parker and Behrens 
approached oil companies with 
the discovery. Getty Oil, Gulf Oil, 
Mobil Oil, Philips Petroleum, Shell 
Oil and Tenneco funded a grant for 
By David Colby
Daily Texan Staff
Gov. Rick Perry declared 40 
Texas counties — including Travis 
County — disaster areas Thursday, 
in the wake of flooding caused by 
Tropical Storm Hermine.
The declaration will allow for 
full use of emergency relief funds 
from the state. The counties des-
ignated disaster areas included 
Bexar and Dallas, and stretched 
from South Texas to the Dallas-
Fort Worth area. 
Relief efforts kicked into high 
gear as local and state agencies 
worked to clear roadways, re-
pair damage and assess the long-
term impact of Hermine’s trip 
through Central Texas.
High waters and flash floods 
claimed at least one life, al-
though the death toll is expected 
to rise as flood waters recede and 
more victims are recovered, ac-
cording to local emergency ser-
vices departments, including a 
woman in Austin whose car was 
swept away by a strong current 
near the intersection of RM 2222 
and Loop 360.
“Although the sky is blue and 
the rain has subsided, the danger 
hasn’t passed yet,” Perry said in a 
statement, warning Texans to avoid 
driving into potentially deadly 
flood waters. “If there are barriers 
across the road, I don’t care how 
big your pickup truck is or how 
good [of] a driver you think you 
are, do not go around those barri-
ers. Turn around, don’t drown.”
RM 2222 sustained major 
damage from flood waters that 
appear by the flood waters that 
appear to have claimed the life of 
an unidentified woman who was 
seen driving around road barri-
ers near midnight Tuesday. 
Officials from the Texas De-
partment of Transportation 
said the road would be fully re-
opened Saturday morning, said 
spokesman John Hurt.
The total cost of the damage to 
Texas roadways from Hermine is 
Tour educates public on sustainability
Oil sites off the coast
Faculty members’ discovery led to Gulf drilling
By Aziza Musa
Daily Texan Staff
Officer Brian Dillenberger has 
only served on the UT Police De-
partment force for 10 weeks, but 
he’s already seen some of the 
stranger happenings on a college 
campus.
Before the start of classes, he re-
ceived a code three alert — offi-
cers can turn on their lights and si-
rens — for a naked man wander-
ing near Robert Lee Moore Hall.
“It was exciting because we 
were actively searching for the 
guy for five to 10 minutes,” he 
said. 
Dillenberger said the officers re-
ceived several tips from students 
about which direction the man 
went, but he was gone by the time 
they reached the area. The officers 
eventually caught the suspect — 
an exchange student — elsewhere 
on campus. He later received men-
tal health treatment. 
The call was the most exciting 
one Dillenberger has received so 
far, but life has been a big adjust-
ment since joining the force.
Born in Honduras, he moved 
to the United States when he was 
three years old. Dillenberger, now 
30, has a family history of law en-
forcement jobs. His grandfather 
By Dani Mercier
Daily Texan Staff
The Campus Environmental 
Center co-hosted a tour of six Uni-
versity buildings and a panel dis-
cussion to educate community 
members about sustainability on 
campus Thursday.
UT’s Project Management and 
Construction Services co-spon-
sored the free tour, which taught 
participants about the Universi-
ty’s infrastructure renewal in rela-
tion to sustainability.
The event was the first of its 
kind and was made possible by 
the Center for Sustainable Devel-
opment and the Office of Sustain-
ability. It was open to all interest-
ed students and faculty, and spots 
were booked on a first-come-first-
serve basis.  
New construction projects such 
as the Norman Hackerman Build-
ing on 24th Street and Speedway 
and the Student Activity Cen-
ter on 22nd Street and Speedway 
were some of the more exclusive 
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Gulf of Mexico
Illustration by Thu Vo | Daily Texan Staff
GREEN CANYON
Location where UT 
researchers first discovered 
oil in 1982, which started 
off-shore drilling in the Gulf.
DEEPWATER HORIZON
Site of the oil rig that 
exploded on April 20.
FRIDAY
Quote to note
Drop it like it’s 
the 12th day
 The deadline to drop any 
courses without your dean’s 
approval is today at 4 p.m.
‘A kind of 
excellent dumb 
discourse.’
Austin Shakespeare is staging 
Shakespeare’s “The Tempest,” 
at The Long Center’s Rollins 
Theater. Show starts at 8 p.m. 
Tickets $25 each.
‘Howl’
First Texas screening of the film 
depicting events surrounding 
the release of Allen Ginsburg’s 
infamous poem. Screening at 
the Alamo Drafthouse on South 
Lamar. 7 p.m.
 — Deanna Staskal








More than 20 local bands, 
including Marmalakes and 
Sip Sip, play at the Mohawk 
for the first ever Wild Frontier 
Fest. There will also be live art, 
vendors and a photo booth. The 




The Got Guts 5K Race/Walk 
raises awareness and funds 
for celiac disease and gluten 
intolerance. The event also 
hosts the largest gluten-free 
food fair in Texas. Event is from 
8 a.m. to noon at Walter E. 
Long Park.
 “And they’re not 
having to worry 
about, ‘Oh, we 
need to genetically 
engineer this tomato 
so that it’s tough 
so that it can stand 
this long journey.’ 
Farmers can grow 
more natural foods 
because they’re not 
having to worry 
about transporting.”
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OFFICER continues on page 2 TAILGATING continues on page 5
FLOOD  continues on page 2
TOUR continues on page 5
Travis County among 
 ood disaster areas
DRILLING  continues on page 2
Mad Men
The Alamo Drafthouse on 
South Lamar will show the hit 
AMC television show. Tickets are 
free but seats can be reserved 
with a $5 food voucher. Starts 
at 10 p.m.
News Friday, September 10, 20102
still being assessed, he said. 
Hermine caused significant 
flood damage throughout Central 
Texas, along with several torna-
dos in the Dallas area that caused 
minor damage. State Farm Insur-
ance, one of the largest insurance 
agencies in the state, had received 
more than 2,700 claims around the 
state related to Hermine by Thurs-
day, said Ryan Gauna, a spokes-
man for State Farm.
“One thing that most folks need to 
do after the storm is that they make 
sure that they try to mitigate any 
type of additional damage,” he said.
He said homeowners who ex-
perience flooding should immedi-
ately begin to try to get their be-
longings out of the water, and the 
water out of their home.
Holland, Texas, a city of about 
1,000 people located south of Tem-
ple, reported Thursday that they 
were trucking in bottled water af-
ter the local water supply was cut 
off by flood damage.
The floods destroyed a bridge 
outside the city, which then fell on 
a water pipe, cutting off the wa-
ter supply, said assistant city sec-
retary Paula Krienheder. 
“We’re hoping it will be fixed in 
the morning, but it could take un-
til next week,” she said.
From page 1
Behrens to confirm the evidence 
of rich oil and natural gas deposit. 
After a six-month study, Behrens 
confirmed the discovery, and the 
federal government leased large 
sections of the area to oil compa-
nies for more than $2.5 billion.
“As federal funds get scarcer 
and scarcer you will see more and 
more cooperation between univer-
sity research and industry,” Parker 
had said in 1983. “And that’s OK 
as long as there is a common in-
terest. We have the skill and they 
have the money.”
But that cooperative relationship 
was not meant to be. Behrens said 
he received minimal grants from 
the oil and gas companies, and 
soon the companies utilized their 
own research divisions. Howev-
er, in the present day, the situation 
has reversed — oil companies are 
regularly funding research institu-
tions such as UT, and the federal 
government has reduced spend-
ing on research related to off-shore 
drilling significantly. 
In June 2010, Tad Patzek, a UT 
professor of petroleum and geo-
systems engineering, told the U.S. 
Congress that the oil spill in the 
Gulf of Mexico is a “tragedy [that] 
has been at least 20 years in the 
making” in reference to signifi-
cant reductions in federal funding 
for offshore technology research, 
according to the Austin American-
Statesman.
Patzek said little has changed 
since 1983 — the federal govern-
ment continues to reduce spend-
ing on research related to off-shore 
drilling. The major source of fund-
ing for the research comes from 
the Department of Education.
“Their pool of money available 
to the outside researchers in the 
oil and gas area has been minimal, 
of the order of $20 to $30 million 
per year,” he said.
As a comparison, the National 
Institutes of Health receive about 
$20 billion a year, he said.
Scott Tinker, director of UT’s 
Bureau of Economic Geology, said 
the federal government has deter-
mined that support of oil and gas 
research is “corporate welfare,” 
but does not take the same posi-
tion on support of research in agri-
culture, biomedicine, pharmaceu-
ticals and many other industries.
“The oil companies have 
stepped up in a big way in the 
past decade to support basic and 
applied research at universities, 
where the federal government has 
failed,” Tinker said.
He said because the Gulf of 
Mexico provides an ecology for 
about 3,800 oil rigs, one major in-
dustrial accident isn’t a bad track 
record, but improvements are al-
ways possible and warranted. 
Karen Matusic, spokeswom-
an for Exxon Mobile Corporation, 
said the oil company has provid-
ed $98 million to higher educa-
tion to ensure that education in 
science, technology, engineering 
and math is made available to stu-
dents across the country. 
“ExxonMobil utilizes technolo-
gy and innovation in every aspect 
of its business and recognizes the 
essential roles that math and sci-
ence play in the energy business,” 
Matusic said.
On his farm in present day, 
Parker remains skeptical and said 
he doubts further research would 
have prevented the oil spill.
“I think that’s wishful think-
ing,” he said. “It was brought on 
by people wanting to make a lot 
of money.”
was an FBI agent and his moth-
er worked as a chief juvenile pro-
bation officer in Marlin, where 
he and his twin sister grew up. 
He finished high school in Kan-
sas City and attended the Uni-
versity of St. Mary in Leaven-
worth, Kan., for his first year 
of college.
His sister was attending UT at 
the same time and conversations 
with her convinced Dillenberger 
to move back to Texas, he said. 
“I heard her stories that it was 
big and [she was] meeting a lot 
of people and I was like, ‘their 
high schools are bigger than this 
college,’” he said. 
He transferred to and lat-
er graduated from Texas State 
University with a business de-
gree in 2003. He and his wife 
then moved to Austin to teach 
in elementary schools. After a 
brief stint in the insurance busi-
ness, he decided to look for a 
new career. 
Dillenberger applied for the 
UTPD position in September 
2009 because he thought it would 
be more exciting than working in 
a cubicle.
He graduated from the UT Sys-
tem police academy in January 
2010 and now is in the midst of a 
15-week field training regimen. 
“Once you got out there, they 
pretty much wanted you to do 
everything,” Dillenberger said, 
adding that new officers are dis-
patched to “good” calls to gain 
experience — incidents no more 
exciting than blaring alarms.
Dillenberger was covering the 
night shift in June when he re-
ceived a call at 21st and Speed-
way streets. Officers found a man 
passed out in his parked vehicle 
on campus at around 5 p.m.
The officers tried to prosecute 
him because they suspected he 
had been drinking and driving, 
but they failed to come up with a 
probable cause, he said.
“We spent a lot of time on 
that case, and I ended up go-
ing to a different shift and the 
case ended up dying,” Dillen-
berger said. “It was frustrating 
to know that someone who 
was driving while intoxicat-
ed got a free ticket.”
He enrolled in the UT System 
police academy in January 2010, 
where he spent the majority of his 
time in class learning basic proce-
dures. Once class ended, the 13 
cadets trained physically with ex-
ercises ranging from calisthenics 
to firearms. They were tested over 
new material each week.
Dillenberger had to take a test 
three times himself before pass-
ing the course.
“For one exercise, we had to 
drive through the course and 
had to do it in a certain amount 
of time. I had to go my third and 
final time to make the qualify-
ing time,” he said. “It was a little 
nerve-racking, but I was able to 
make it through the course.”
Only nine cadets graduated 
from the program. Afterward, 
they had one week of orientation 
and another of practicals, where 
they applied the skills they 
learned to realistic situations.
New officers are also required 
to rotate through day, evening 
and night shifts for three weeks 
before looping back. During 
each shift, police training officers 
accompany the rookies to over-
see their work.
UTPD Officer Wayne Rubio, 
his training officer for one day, 
said Dillenberger struggled with 
confidence at first but showed 
steady improvement.
“I know when I started, it was 
kind of the same thing,” Rubio 
said. “But repetition helped me 
and I’m sure it’ll help him in the 
long run.”
Dillenberger will cover the 
night shift for the last five weeks 
of his field training, which ends 
in October. After that, he will 
choose which shift to cover and 
said he looks forward mostly to 
being on his own.
“I’ve been under the micro-
scope since I started applying for 
the job,” he said.
Dillenberger’s wife, Jessica, 
said the UT community has been 
supportive and professional. 
“I know deep down inside it 
was the career he always wanted 
to do,” she said. “So we’re really 
happy that he’s there.”
officer: Campus size creates 
excitement in police position
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Hold on, let me concentrate on his mom. 
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The Texan strives to present all information 
fair ly,  accurately and completely.  I f 
we have made an error, let us know 
about it. Call (512) 232-2217 or e-mail 
managingeditor@dailytexanonline.com.
CONTACT US
Mitch Green | Associated Press 
Greg Moore, a local business owner, rides a recreational water vehicle down a flooded road in Belton to 
access his business on Wednesday.  Tropical Storm Hermine moved through the area earlier.
fLooD: Texas distributes relief 
funds in wake of tropical storm
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By David Zucchino 
and Tina Susman
Los Angeles Times
 DURHAM, N.C. — An anti-
Muslim Florida evangelist, despite 
facing worldwide condemna-
tion, said Thursday that he might 
proceed with plans to burn cop-
ies of the Quran, the Islamic holy 
book, to commemorate the ninth 
anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001, 
attacks.
Terry Jones, pastor of the tiny 
Dove World Out-
reach Center in 
Gainesville, Fla., 
said he canceled the 
threatened book-
burning, and that 
he had secured a 
promise that a con-
troversial Islamic 
center and mosque 
planned two blocks 
from ground zero 
in New York City 
would be relocated 
farther from the for-
mer World Trade Center site.
But hours later, after two prom-
inent Muslim leaders contradicted 
Jones’ claim, he ratcheted up ten-
sions anew, telling reporters that 
he might go ahead with the Quran 
burning after all. He said he had 
been “lied to” by a Florida imam 
with whom he had discussed mov-
ing the New York mosque, the As-
sociated Press reported.
“We assumed what the imam 
said was true. Now, we’re in a 
state of limbo and we have to re-
think our position,” Jones said 
Thursday evening, according to 
CNN. “We are rethinking our po-
sition. We are reconsidering, but 
we’d like to think what the Imam 
said was true. We’re a little back 
to square one. We hope this thing 
works out.”
The dizzying back-and-forth 
came after President Barack 
Obama called the event a “stunt” 
and warned that it could lead to vi-
olence against Americans overseas 




outside his church 
with Muhammad 
Musri of the Islam-
ic Society of Central 
Florida, said he had 
canceled plans for 
Saturday’s planned 
Quran burning, 
based on a guaran-
tee from Musri that 
an agreement had 
been reached to move the planned 
center. Jones said he planned to 
travel to New York for Saturday’s 
9/11 events to seal the deal.
“I asked him three times, and I 
have witnesses,” Jones said. “If it’s 
not moved, then I think Islam is 
a very poor example of religion. I 
think that would be very pitiful. I 
do not expect that.”
But Imam Feisal Abdul Rauf, 
the man behind the proposed site, 
said he was surprised by Jones’ 
claims and would not barter with 
the pastor or “toy with our reli-
gion.” Rauf said he had not even 
spoken to Jones or Musri.
Musri, for his part, told the Asso-
ciated Press that he merely offered 
a meeting between Jones and Rauf 
to discuss plans for the center’s lo-
cation. Musri said he told Jones he 
does not believe the center should 
be built near the World Trade Cen-
ter site and would do everything 
in his power to get it moved.
Musri said Rauf has not offered 
to move the proposed site. “All we 
have agreed to is a meeting, and 
I think we would all like to see a 
peaceful resolution,” he said.
Jones had said he might cancel 
his planned event if he received 
a personal phone call from the 
Obama administration. Secretary 
of Defense Robert Gates made a 
brief call to the pastor. Gates ex-
pressed “grave concerns” that 
burning Qurans would put at risk 
U.S. troops fighting in Afghani-
stan and Iraq.
Angry demonstrations have al-
ready erupted in Indonesia and 
Afghanistan, where protesters 
burned an effigy of Jones and an 
American flag while chanting, 
“Death to Christians.”
In a worldwide travel alert is-
sued before Jones’ announcement, 
the State Department cautioned 
that “the potential for further pro-
tests and demonstrations, which 
may turn violent, remains high.”
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REYNOSA, Mexico — The me-
andering network of pipes, wells 
and tankers belonging to the gi-
gantic state oil company Pemex 
have long been an easy target 
of crooks and drug traffickers 
who siphon off natural gas, gaso-
line and even crude, robbing the 
Mexican treasury of hundreds of 
millions of dollars annually.
Now the cartels have tak-
en sabotage to a new level: 
They’ve hobbled key operations 
in parts of the Burgos Basin, 
home to Mexico’s biggest natural 
gas fields.
Forced to defer production and 
curtail drilling and maintenance 
in a region that spreads through 
some of Mexico’s most dangerous 
badlands, the world’s seventh-
largest oil producer has become 
another casualty of the drug war.
In May, gunmen wearing cam-
ouflage and tennis shoes kid-
napped five Pemex workers as 
they rode to the front gate of the 
Gigante No.1 natural gas plant in 
the Burgos Basin. One man was 
a mechanic, another specialized 
in pumps. All were dressed in 
their crisp khaki uniforms with 
the Pemex logo, ready for long 
shifts. They have not been heard 
from since.
The kidnappings, plus the re-
ported disappearance of at least 
30 other employees of subcon-
tractors in the same region, have 
terrorized a community where 
jobs on the oil rigs and at the gas 
wells are handed down, father to 
son, for generations.
“The traffickers are establish-
ing it clearly,” said Sen. Graco 
Ramirez, a member of the con-
gressional energy committee. 
“You collaborate, or you die.”
The capacity of the traffickers 
to exert influence over a compa-
ny as mighty as Pemex only so-
lidifies the widely held percep-
tion that the cartels are growing 
in size and strength despite the 
government’s crackdown.
“How is it,” asked a relative 
of a kidnapped worker, “that Pe-
mex, supposedly the backbone of 
the nation, can be made to bow 
down like this?”
Employees of Pemex and a 
handful of foreign-owned firms 
were earning well in the basin, 
living good lives and working in 
relative safety.
Then convoys of mysterious 
gunmen started plying the road-
ways, followed by shows of force, 
intimidation, beatings and, finally, 
the abductions. Pleas for help and 
better protection, union leaders 
and workers say, went unheeded.
Ramirez, the senator, said the 
cartel responsible, probably the 
Zetas, may be after technical in-
formation to elude the measures 
Pemex is taking to guard against 
the rampant thefts of gas and oil.
Whatever the motive, the effect 
has been to cripple operations in 
some areas of the basin.
“In the Burgos project, there 
are areas we cannot access,” Car-
los Morales Gil, director of ex-
ploration and production for Pe-
mex, said during a news con-
ference in the Tabasco city of 
Villahermosa in July. It was a 
startling admission.
A confidential report submit-
ted to Congress in July and made 
available to the Times acknowl-
edged that stolen natural gas and 
delayed gas production have 
cost the company nearly $50 mil-
lion in just the first five months 
of this year.
After the May Pemex kid-
nappings, families of the dis-
appeared workers are too ter-
rified to speak publicly to a re-
porter. Vague threats have come 
their way.
Instead, they live in fear, many 
of them here in the Tamauli-
pas city of Reynosa. They sit lit-
erally by their telephones wait-
ing for word, a ransom demand, 
a call from the coroner’s office. 
Anything would be better than 
not knowing.
“No one has called us,” one 
desperate relative said. “We 
know nothing. If they want-
ed to send a message to Pemex, 
wouldn’t they have killed them 
and left the bodies there?”
Those are the kinds of calcula-
tions, in what passes for reason, 
made in families who have lost 
their sons, husbands and broth-
ers to a violent unknown.
State Department issues 
travel warning because of 







Source: ABC News/Washington Post poll of 
1,002 adults, Aug. 30-Sept. 2, 2010; margin 
of error +/- 3.5 percentage points
Graphic: Melina Yingling
A recent poll asked Americans 
their thoughts on Islam:
What is your opinion of Islam?















Red Huber | Orlando Sentinel
Space shuttle Discovery STS-133 is on the move Thursday to the Vehicle Assembly Building. This will be the 
last mission for shuttle Discovery, which is scheduled for Nov. 1.
San Francisco suburb rocked 
by gas explosion, dozens hurt
SAN BRUNO, Calif. — A mas-
sive explosion believed to have 
been sparked by a gas line break 
produced an inferno that con-
sumed a San Bruno neighbor-
hood Thursday night, leveling 
numerous homes, forcing resi-
dents to run for their lives and 
leaving at least one dead and 
dozens injured, a number of 
them with severe burns.
The blast, which occurred 
shortly after 6 p.m., ignited a 
wind-driven fire that quickly de-
stroyed dozens of homes, set 
treetops on fire and illuminated 
the sky for miles around. Hours 
after the explosion, fire crews 
from throughout the state contin-
ued to rush to the scene but their 
efforts were hampered by winds 
that reportedly reached more 
than 20 mph.
“My house is gone. I’m trying 
to keep from just breaking down. 
Everything’s gone,” said Tina 
Pellegrini, whose home was near 
Claremont and Glenview drives.
Although Pacific Gas and 
Electric crews on scene told tele-
vision news reporters that a gas 
line rupture sparked the explo-
sion, spokesmen for the pow-
er company cautioned that they 
were still investigating.
Hifa Salfiti, who lives on Cla-
remont Drive, said she and her 
husband were stunned by the 
blast.
“We were sitting in the house 
and heard a huge explosion,” 
she said. “We thought first of all 
it was an earthquake. It was be-
yond huge. We ran to the deck 
and saw a huge fire. We ran to 
the street and they began evacu-
ating us. The fire was like hell.”
— Los Angeles Times and San 
Joes Mercury News
Court rules ‘Don’t Ask, Don’t 
Tell’ is unconstitutional 
RIVERSIDE, Calif. — A federal 
judge in Riverside declared the 
U.S. military’s ban on openly gay 
service members unconstitution-
al Thursday, saying the “don’t 
ask, don’t tell” policy violates the 
First Amendment rights of lesbi-
ans and gay men.
U.S. District Court Judge Vir-
ginia A. Phillips said the policy 
banning gays did not preserve 
military readiness, contrary to 
what many supporters have ar-
gued, saying evidence shows 
that the policy in fact had a “di-
rect and deleterious effect” on 
the military.
Phillips said she would issue 
an injunction barring the gov-
ernment from enforcing the pol-
icy. However, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice, which defended 
“don’t ask, don’t tell” during a 
two-week trial in Riverside, will 
have an opportunity to appeal 
that decision.
— Los Angeles Times
Car bombing injures scores in Russia
By Sergei L. Loiko
Los Angeles Times
MOSCOW — A suicide bomb-
er detonated a car packed with ex-
plosives outside a market in the 
southeastern Russian town of 
Vladikavkaz on Thursday, killing at 
least 16 and injuring more than 100, 
according to local authorities and 
news reports.
The blast occurred at a peak mar-
keting time in the town in Russia’s 
North Ossetia republic. A slow-
moving sedan pulled up near the 
market’s front gate and explod-
ed about 11:30 a.m., overturning 
cars, stalls and kiosks and shatter-
ing windows in nearby houses, 
said North Ossetia interior ministry 
spokesman Samir Sabatkoyev.
There were “many people and 
cars in front of the market,” Sabat-
koyev said. The body of the bomb-
er was found inside the charred re-
mains of the vehicle, he said.
No one immediately claimed re-
sponsibility for the bombing.
Russian President Dmitry Med-
vedev said, “We will do our best 
to catch ... these rascals who com-
mitted a terrorist act against ordi-
nary people,” Interfax news agency 
quoted Medvedev as saying.
Thursday’s explosion occurred 
only four days after a similar attack 
in the neighboring republic of Dag-
estan in which a suicide car bomb 
exploded on the testing grounds of 
a Russian military, killing four. 
Stephen M. Dowell | Orlando Sentinel
Pastor Terry Jones tells members of the media he plans to go forward with plans to burn Qurans at the 
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VIeWPOINT Consider a co-op
By Charlie Saginaw
Daily Texan Guest Columnist
“Maybe the mere 
mention of a co-
op evokes images 
of a squid crash 





Before parents leave their children to 
explore the world on their own for the 
first time, they go through the process 
of cramming all of their child’s worldly 
possessions into dorms across campus. 
While parents might enjoy the supervi-
sion of resident assistants, cozy, shared 
living spaces and after-hours check-in 
desks, students might already be think-
ing: “I can’t wait to escape from this 
15-floor dungeon with a recently refur-
bished lobby!” and already considering 
next year’s living arrangements.
Perhaps next year they can get their 
own place, probably an apartment in 
West Campus, Hyde Park or Riverside. 
After negotiating with a realtor, sign-
ing a mountain of leasing paperwork 
and paying a myriad of extraneous fees, 
they can finally be free. They are free 
to drive to H-E-B, cook for themselves 
and juggle the responsibility of writing 
monthly checks to the landlord, utility 
company and cable/Internet provider. 
When they discover their roommate’s 
insomnia-inducing love of techno mu-
sic or decide they must satisfy the urge 
to study abroad for a semester in Spain, 
these unfortunate souls must fish for a 
“reliable” sublet on Craigslist or Face-
book who will pay half of the monthly 
rent if they’re lucky. 
But there’s an alternative. 
Tucked away in West Campus, more 
than 900 students live in 15 student 
housing cooperatives. Co-ops — no, not 
the bookstore — provide a low-cost stu-
dent housing community, complete with 
15 hot meals a week, a room furnished 
with a desk and bed and no utility or In-
ternet bills. While one of the larger co-
op’s meal rooms boasts one of the best 
views of the Capitol and Austin skyline, 
smaller co-ops promote a close-knit 
feel and emphasize social justice. Un-
like a landlord or realty company, co-
ops are nonprofit organizations, owned 
and managed by student residents who 
pool their money and labor to provide 
amenities, food and an academic envi-
ronment. Such cooperation results in af-
fordable housing and an environment 
that teaches diverse life skills, ranging 
from interpersonal communication to 
onion-chopping.  
Maybe the mere mention of a co-op 
evokes images of a squid crash pad cir-
ca 1968 with Marxist literature scattered 
across the floor. Others might envision a 
smelly anarchist ranting about the Fed-
eral Reserve as he stirs a vat of green 
tofu stew and listens to The Smiths. 
Others might think of a co-oper as a 
fifth-year anthropology student looking 
to “escape the system, man,” or a shoe-
less 20-something who has been “taking 
some time off” since the late ‘90s.
In reality, co-ops are home to a diverse 
group of students. Sure, there are some 
anthropology majors, but there are also 
pre-med, fine arts and MBA students. 
Some co-ops also require all residents 
to be currently enrolled students. Mean-
while, foreign exchange students flock 
to co-ops from around the world be-
cause they have the option to lease for 
only one semester and there is a lack of 
housing options on campus. If college is 
about new experiences, try cooking la-
sagna for 100 hungry college students 
with a crew resembling the United Na-
tions. 
In tough economic times, co-ops also 
offer democratically elected leadership 
positions in exchange for rent schol-
arships. Instead of paying manage-
ment companies to dodge responsibil-
ity, co-op leaders are elected by their 
peers. For example, a nutrition major 
can gain professional experience plan-
ning menus, and a business manage-
ment major could oversee the co-op la-
bor duties.   
In the coming months, before signing 
or renewing a lease, think of all your 
options. Consider price, convenience 
and what you want to gain from your 
college experience. Imagine after a diffi-
cult day coming back to a home instead 
of a dorm. In the end, how bad could 
cooperation be? 
Saginaw is a history junior.
By You
Daily Texan Columnist
 Have something to say? Say it in 
print — and to the entire campus. 
The Daily Texan Editorial Board is 
currently accepting ap-
plications for colum-
nists and cartoonists. 
We’re looking for tal-
ented writers and art-
ists to provide as much 
diversity of opinion as 
possible. Anyone and 
everyone is encour-
aged to apply. 
Writing for the Tex-
an is a great way to 
get your voice heard. 
Our columnists’ and 
reporters’ work is of-
ten syndicated nation-
wide, and every issue 
of the Texan is a his-
torical document archived at the Cen-
ter for American History. 
Barack Obama may not be a frequent 
reader, but a copy of the Texan runs 
across UT President William Powers 
Jr.’s desk each day, and the opinions on 
this page have great potential to affect 
University policy. 
It’s no rare occurrence for Texan staff 
members to receive feedback from lo-
cal or state officials, or to be contact-
ed by a reader whose life 
was changed by an arti-
cle. In such instances, the 
power of writing for the 
Texan becomes real, moti-
vating our staffers to pro-
vide the best public ser-
vice possible.
I f  interested,  p lease 
come to the Texan office 
at 25th and Whitis streets 
to complete an application 
form and sign up for an in-
terview time. If you have 
any additional questions, 
please contact Lauren Win-
chester at (512) 232-2212 or 
editor@dailytexanonline.com.
You can be a Daily Texan columnist  
or  cartoonist.
Be a Daily Texan 
columnist
Your words can 
be here. 
Please recycle this copy of The Daily 
Texan. Place the paper in one of the recy-
cling bins on campus or back in the  burnt-
orange news stand where you found it.
legalese
Opinions expressed in The Daily Texan are 
those of the editor, the Editorial Board or 
the writer of the article. They are not nec-
essarily those of the UT administration, the 
Board of Regents or the Texas Student Me-
dia Board of Operating Trustees. 
The Texan is conducting tryouts for en-
try-level positions in all departments. Jobs 
available include news reporter, photog-
rapher, columnist, sports writer, features 
writer, copy editor, designer and cartoonist. 
Please come to the Texan office in the base-
ment of the Hearst Student Media Building 
to sign up. 
TryOUTs
E-mail your Firing Lines to firingline@
dailytexanonline.com. Letters must be 
more than 100 and fewer than 300 
words. The Texan reserves the right to 
edit all submissions for brevity, clarity 
and liability.




I just read Sarah Pressley’s Sept. 9 story, 
“Videomusic creates interesting twist,” about 
Jean Piché’s “videomusic.”
I just finished my master’s in ethnomusicol-
ogy at UT. My report is about a field of experi-
mental art often called “Visual Music,” which 
is precisely what Piché calls videomusic. This 
is not a “new genre of audio entertainment.” In 
fact, filmmakers were exploring abstract mov-
ing images combined with sound already in 
the 1930s (the first visual music film piece dates 
back to 1921!). Perhaps the most famous visual 
music artist was Oskar Fischinger, a German 
immigrant who made quite astonishing visual 
music pieces, some of them with funding from 
the Guggenheim Museum. In 2009, I did ethno-
graphic work in Los Angeles, a city with a rela-
tively consistent history of visual music artists 
(including Fischinger), and where the only two 
organizations in the U.S. dedicated to promoting 
visual music (the Center for Visual Music and 
the iotaCenter) are located. In the past decades 
new media artists have been creating visual 
music, including VJ-DJ performances and soft-








Viviana Aldous                Susannah Jacob
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Student Government is once again a member of 
the Texas Student Association, thanks to a resolu-
tion passed Tuesday night.
TSA is a nonpartisan organization that aims to 
bring together students from public and private 
colleges and universities across the state to achieve 
common goals. The association was established in 
1948 but disbanded in 1993. After 15 years, student 
governments across Texas restored TSA in 2008.
The goal of TSA is to take students’ concerns to 
the state Legislature, Kevin Sanders, president of 
the University of North Texas Student Government 
Association, told The Daily Texan last month.
TSA represents more than 500,000 college stu-
dents in Texas. Its member schools convene about 
once a semester to identify issues affecting students 
across the state and then form a platform to take 
those issues to the Legislature.
The organization was most effective in its lobby-
ing efforts during the ‘60s and ‘70s, when it brought 
student issues into policy discussion. In the 1970s, 
TSA even employed a paid lobbyist to push student 
issues at the Capitol.
However, after UT was elected to the TSA admin-
istration in 1984, it passed a new constitution that 
banned TSA lobbying activity and required unan-
imous member-school approval to support other 
lobbying groups. As a result of this single-school 
veto, the organization was essentially crippled as a 
lobbying tool. 
When the agendas of its various member schools 
diverge, TSA loses its lobbying power. As a major 
player in the reborn organization, SG will need to 
ensure that the interests TSA members address re-
main nonpartisan. While SG is intended to repre-
sent the voice of the UT student body by advocat-
ing for its issues, such as domestic partner benefits, 
TSA and its member schools need to focus on issues 
that appeal to all Texas college students in order to 
be effective.
Now that SG has taken on the role of represent-
ing UT at a more statewide level, it is up to the stu-
dent assembly to make sure TSA stays focused on 
what most affects students today: higher education 
budget cuts.
The upcoming budget cuts will affect students at 
any university or college that receives state mon-
ey, regardless of students’ political views or their 
school’s location or size. These cuts result in few-
er faculty positions, fewer course options and, ulti-
mately, a diminished quality of education.
UT’s political power is not as strong as it could 
be. Most students either vote in Austin or in their 
home districts. Neither group generates substan-
tial political clout; those students voting in Austin 
only affect a few select districts, while those voting 
at home do not constitute a large enough percent-
age of the vote to swing an election.
Lobbying for student interests through TSA will 
have a much stronger impact on issues such as bud-
get cuts. TSA has the potential to play the major 
role in state politics it once did. With a collective 
voice representing most college students in Texas, 
the association can bring student issues to light at 
the state level.
With these prospective budget cuts threatening 
higher education in Texas, a unified student front 
is a necessity during the upcoming legislative ses-
sion.
Likewise, those schools that have not yet re-
joined the association should consider joining with 
their fellow Texans. There’s power in numbers. The 
more students that join TSA, the more TSA can help 
students. 





E. Patrick Johnson, a perfor-
mance artist and scholar, ex-
pressed the voices of a group 
of rarely acknowledged south-
ern men at an oral history perfor-
mance on Thursday.
Johnson read portions of his 
book “Sweet Tea: Black Gay Men 
of the South” at a program pre-
sented by the John L. Warfield 
Center for African and African 
American Studies.
The program opened Thursday 
at the Oscar G. Brockett Theatrre 
in the F. Loren Winship Drama 
Building and portrayed the oral 
histories of black gay men from 
ages 19 to 93. Johnson interviewed 
more than 70 different men who 
were born, raised and currently 
live in the southern states to pro-
duce the narratives presented in 
his book. 
The stories ranged from come-
dic to emotional and insightful. 
Johnson challenges the stereo-
types given to black men and the 
south by addressing topics includ-
ing love, death, sex, family, church 
and HIV/AIDS.
“The program was very impres-
sive, and took awhile to sink in,” 
said Felicia Fitzpatrick, an African 
and African American Diaspora 
Studies freshman. “Johnson did 
a great job of portraying different 
characters and how they deal with 
the resistance in their lives.”
Johnson is a professor of perfor-
mance studies and African Amer-
ican studies at Northwestern Uni-
versity. He performs his work 
throughout the country and world 
and has published several books 
and journal articles on the topics 
of race, gender and sexuality, in-
cluding “Appropriating Black-
ness: Performance and the Poli-
tics of Authenticity,” and “Sweet 
Tea,” which he performed Thurs-
day. Two encore performances of 
the show will take place today at 
8 p.m. and Sunday at 2 p.m.
Johnson’s readings are part 
of the Warfield Center for Afri-
can and African American Stud-
ies’ Performing Blackness Series, 
which is dedicated to increasing 
interest in dialogue surrounding 
race, identity and the use of art in 
bringing about social change. Pro-
gram coordinator Stephanie Lang 
said the shows in this series are 
designed to open students up to a 
wide array of experiences through 
performance. This allows them to 
see perspectives they wouldn’t 
normally see.
Dialogue is emphasized in all 
of the performances included in 
the series so the audience feels 
connected to what is being per-
formed, Lang said.
“Come with an open heart and 
willingness to connect with the 
person next to you and hopeful-
ly you’ll learn something about 
yourself,” said Omi Osun Joni 
L Jones, director of the Warfield 
Center for African and African 
American Studies.
She said the reading events will 
help produce honest dialogues of 
sexuality, gender and nationality. 
“It will encourage the shar-
ing of topics that will keep us im-
prisoned if we don’t share them,” 
Jones said.
A Q&A forum took place post-
performance on Wednesday 
night, where the audience dis-
cussed “Sweet Tea” and Johnson 
more in-depth.
“Sexuality is a subject we are 
only beginning to talk about pub-
licly and within educational insti-
tutions,” Jones said. “‘Sweet Tea’ 
gives us the opportunity to hon-
estly, generously and courageous-
ly begin those conversations.”
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E. Patrick Johnson personifies the struggles that the black gay community of the South faces by speaking 
about acceptance, AIDS and faith in “Sweet Tea: Black Gay Men of the South.”
coming to life, everything 
I’ve seen on TV. It’s coming to 
life, finally.”
Tailgating doesn’t just come 
to life overnight, though, it takes 
months of planning.
Jeri Baker, assistant director of 
Parking and Transportation Ser-
vices, said her organization has 
150 employees on campus to 
deal with traffic on game days, 
in addition to the 200-300 police 
officers patrolling traffic.
“I would say hectic is proba-
bly a good way to put it,” Bak-
er said of home games. “Prob-
ably more controlled hec-
tic kind of thing. We have a 
very good football plan, we 
take lessons learned from 
previous years.”
One of PTS’s many strategies 
to keep traffic organized is hav-
ing four garages and four sur-
face lots for public use, both 
for $15. 
All spots by the Bob Bull-
ock Museum and south of the 
Darrell K Royal-Texas Memori-
al Stadium have to be reserved 
during the summer. Appli-
cants who had reservations for 
the previous season must pay 
a fee for renewal by July. Tail-
gaters without a permit are put 
on a first-come-first-served wait 
list for the nonrenewed spots. 
Each party can occupy a max-
imum of 10 parking spots, and 
the state provides portable toi-
lets and clean-up services, so 
long as tailgaters put all of their 
trash in bags.
Debbie Simecek has managed 
this process for five years, han-
dling all parking and street clo-
sures for big events.
“The tailgaters for Texas, they 
all have a lot of fun out there to-
gether,” Simecek said. “A lot of 
it’s about barbecue and being a 
part of friends and family.”
But aside from the food, 
what makes a Texas tailgate to 
Lindemuth is the unity of all 
Longhorns.
“We have that common bond 
that we like Texas football and 
we like to tailgate,” Lindemuth 
said. “You know everyone 
around you are all your neigh-
bors. On a Saturday afternoon, 
there’s not many more relaxing 
things you could do.”
From page 1
tours, showcasing the multi-
million dollar projects that are 
both scheduled for completion 
in Spring 2011. The buildings 
are going for the second high-
est level of Leadership in Ener-
gy and Environmental Design, 
or LEED, certification. 
Brian Wittmayer,  project 
manager and tour guide for 
the Norman Hackerman Build-
ing, said the project currently 
has enough green energy points 
to receive a silver rating, but 
may acquire enough additional 
points through sustainable con-
struction techniques to reach 
the gold level. 
He said most of the wood 
used in the project is certified by 
the Forest Stewardship Council, 
which encourages responsible 
use of the world’s forests.
“One of the most sustainable 
measures we took into consid-
eration was preserving four 
Live Oak trees during the de-
molition process and recycling 
95 percent of the demolition 
waste,” Wittmayer said.
Wittmayer said many cam-
pus groups will be able to take 
advantage of the new facility.  
“By the start of next semester, 
the [Hackerman Building] will 
be the brand-new home for ad-
ministrative offices in biological 
sciences, the Center for Learn-
ing & Memory and act as the re-
search hub for students and fac-
ulty in chemistry, biology and 
neurosciences,” he said.   
Electrical engineering grad-
uate student Bilal Ögünlü was 
one of about 30 people to par-
ticipate in a tour of the power 
plant. Ögünlü, an exchange stu-
dent from Turkey, said he hopes 
to share his knowledge about 
UT’s energy distribution system 
with the Turkish government. 
UT generates all of its electric-
ity from the power plant. Ögün-
lü said the University could be 
studied as a model city because 
of its size.
“In Turkey, there’s no place 
this big,” he said. 
Ryan Thompson, a project 
manager for the utilities and en-
ergy department, led one half of 
the power plant tour. Thomp-
son gave the participants an in-
depth, behind-the-scenes look at 
Hal C. Weaver Power Plant, the 
facilities, and said that recent in-
frastructure improvements with-
in the plant, such as the new 
chillers and turbines, have al-
lowed the campus to cut its car-
bon output to 1977 levels. 
The Campus Sustainability 
Symposium is held today from 
8:45 a.m. to 3:25 p.m. in the Bass 
Lecture Hall, located within the 
LBJ School’s Sid Richardson 
Hall. Presenters will give more 
20 brief presentations about en-
vironmental issues on campus.
Artist fights stereotypes with history
tailgating: Game days require 
early planning for large crowds
tOURS: Campus boasts eco-friendly edge
From page 1
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The UTmost Survey offers students, parents, shop owners, patrons, faculty/staff members and 
the entire UT community the opportunity to write in choices for their ultimate favorites. From 
happy hour specials to study spots on campus, the UTmost Survey results are presented in a 
special edition that publishes Oct. 13.
THE RULES
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In February 2008, Austin na-
tive Alex Ducote received what 
seemed like a normal phone call 
from his parents. The University 
of North Carolina-Charlotte soph-
omore soccer player was hanging 
out with his best friend Steve, the 
goalie on his team.
But this call was not an ordinary 
phone call. Alex’s parents were 
calling to tell him that his only 
sibling, 16-year-old sister Audrey, 
had died in a car accident.
Audrey, along with two oth-
er teenagers, was killed when a 
hydroplaning truck slid across 
Texas Highway 71 into oncom-
ing traffic.
Alex played soccer at Austin 
High School and for United Capi-
tal Soccer Club in Austin. Recruit-
ed by both UNC-Charlotte and 
the University of Michigan, Alex 
was blown away with his visit to 
North Carolina.  
By his second year at UNC-
Charlotte, he was a regular on 
their Division I soccer team and 
was playing with two of his 
best friends from Austin.  His 
experience there was excellent, 
and he had the opportunity to 
meet people from all around 
the world.
But after the tragic loss of his 
sister, Alex did some serious soul 
searching. He decided that at this 
time in his life, family was more 
important than soccer. He made 
the decision to leave North Car-
olina and return to Austin. He 
chose to attend UT, even though 
it does not have a Division 1 soc-
cer program.
“My focus shifted from school 
to my family and friends.” Du-
cote said. “I needed more of that 
in my life. Being back home in 
Austin just seemed right.”
He also said that it took him a 
long time to be able to enjoy his 
life again and that he wasn’t sure 
if he could handle the stress of 
playing soccer again.
When he decided to come to 
UT, Alex was considering ending 
his soccer career. He had heard 
about the men’s club soccer team 
but wasn’t sure if he wanted to 
commit himself to another team. 
“Alex was a little burnt out on 
soccer,” said UT club soccer head 
coach Matt Prewett.
But Alex contacted the coach any-
way and he hasn’t looked back.
“He has been as good for the 
team as it’s been for him,” Prewett 
said. As center midfielder, Prewett 
describes Ducote as the “quarter-
back of the team.”
After getting past his hesitancy, 
he enjoys the more relaxing and 
fun atmosphere of the club team. 
“On Division 1 teams, they of-
ten bring guys in and then spit 
them out,” Ducote said.  “On 
this team, there is a much more 
personable, relaxed and kind-
hearted atmosphere.”
Although the level of play on 
the club team is “slightly” be-
low the Division I level, play-
ing at this level has helped Du-
cote mentally.
“When I play, I forget every-
thing else,” Ducote said. “It’s 
peaceful and a stress reliever.”
In addition to the peacefulness 
of playing club soccer, Alex has 
enjoyed having people come and 
cheer for him during games.
Ducote, who lives with the 
club president of his soccer team, 
Johnny, resides less than a mile 
away from his parents and has 
enjoyed being back in Austin.
“I go home for home cooking all 
the time,” he said.  
Tailgating is no longer just 
about getting out your grills 
and coolers.
While people used to be con-
cerned about forgetting trash 
bags, paper towels and sun-
screen, now tailgaters double 
check to see if they have their 
flat-screen televisions, satellite 
dishes and remote controls.
In this age we live in, tail-
gating has gone from enjoying 
a couple of beers in the sun be-
fore a game to setting up out-
door living rooms, where the 
entire day is spent.
And with the increase of 
these luxurious day-long par-
ties, fans sometimes forget the 
reason why they are out there 
— to attend a football game.
It is not unusual for tail-
gaters to end up staying out-
side, whether it is to have an-
other beer or perhaps having 
already passed out after hav-
ing too many beers. 
Sometimes the entire notion 
to begin heading toward the 
stadium is forgotten.
Do you see anything wrong 
with this picture?
Good, because neither do I.
People throw around hun-
dreds of dollars for their tail-
gates and if they want to 
spend their time eating a gour-
met meal and watching their 
team on a big-screen TV rath-
er than a mile in the sky, that’s 
cool with me.
College football games have 
become a social event. Fans 
start setting up early in the 
morning for a night game. 
CLUB SOCCER
Tragedy reconnected star with hometown
By Andy Lutz
Daily Texan Staff
Normally, exams don’t fall on 
weekends. That’s just plain cru-
el. However, this weekend the 
Longhorns will face perhaps 
the toughest test they will en-
counter all season long when 
they make the 1,025 mile trip to 
Gainesville, Fla., to take part in 
the elite volleyball tournament 
better known as the Nike Big 
Four Classic.
Fortunately for Texas, head 
coach Jerritt Elliott has put them 
through an adequately rigorous 
“studying” process and the team 
feels prepared for the stout com-
petition that is No. 1 Penn State, 
No. 2 Stanford and No. 4 Florida.
“We’re excited about the week-
end. I schedule these matches to 
learn about our team and get 
them into these kinds of situa-
tions. At Texas, you’re expect-
ed to be in these kinds of situa-
tions and learn how to win and 
make the adjustments you need 
to,” Elliott explained. “Wheth-
er we win the tournament or not 
is not going to be a reflection of 
where we’re going to be at the 
end of year. It’s a young team, 
we’re going to continue to be pa-
tient and we’re going to continue 
to let them grow.”  
As for the potential rematch 
against the Nittany Lions, who 
boast an incredible 108-match 
winning streak heading into this 
weekend’s action, the Longhorns 
are very anxious for another 
crack at the top dog.
“We’d love for another match-
up with them. They’re a great 
program and have that big streak, 
but both our teams are complete-
ly different in terms of person-
nel,” Elliott said. “They’re young 
as well at a lot of key positions. It 
will be two young teams battling 
compared [to] two experienced 
teams from a year ago.”





Peter Franklin | Daily Texan file photo
Tailgating UT fans watch as the Longhorns beat Texas Tech on their TV outside the stadium on Nov. 
10, 2007.
Tamir Kalifa | Daily Texan Staff
Austin native Alex Ducote chose to forgo his spot on the Division I, University of North Carolina-Charlotte soccer team after his younger sister died in a car crash two years ago. 
He has since transferred to Texas and currently plays for the Longhorn Club Soccer team.
NCAA SOCCER
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Horns prepare for tough 
series against top teams
Pop a beer and a braut’, 
tailgating should be fun
FOOTBALL  continues on page 7
VOLLEYBALL  continues on page 7
“The game is played when you 
buckle up your chin strap. So, all 
this pressure [Rex Ryan] wants to 
put on his team, I hope they can 
cash the check that he writes.” 
— Baltimore Raven Ray Lewis, 
in response to NY Jets head coach 
Rex Ryan firing up his team.
QUOTE OF THE WEEK
THIS DAY IN SPORTS 
HISTORY
JOKE OF THE WEEK
A guy took his girlfriend to her 
first football game. Afterward 
he asked her how she liked 
the game.
“I liked it, but I couldn't under-
stand why they were killing 
each other for 25 cents,” she 
said.
“What do you mean?” he asked.
“Well, everyone kept yelling, 
'Get the quarter back!'”
September 10, 1990
For the first time in the sto-
ried history of the New York 
Yankees, the Bronx Bombers 
are completely swept in a 
season series. The Oakland 




Saints stun Vikings in low 
scoring season opener
NEW ORLEANS — Drew Brees 
and the Saints extended New Or-
leans’ post-Super Bowl euphoria for 
at least another week and handed 
Brett Favre a second straight loss in 
the Louisiana Superdome.
Brees completed 27 of 36 passes 
for 237 yards and one touchdown, 
and the Saints survived a hard-
fought season opener for a 14-9 vic-
tory Thursday night.
It wasn’t the most spectacular 
way to open a title defense, consid-
ering it was a rematch of the rivet-
ing 2009 NFC title game last Jan-
uary, in which the Saints took an 
overtime win to advance to their 
first Super Bowl.
It was the lowest-scoring victo-
ry of the Sean Payton era, which be-
gan in 2006. Still, the Saints will take 
it, considering their defense limit-
ed Favre to 171 yards passing and 
one score.
—The Associated Press
Lauren Gerson | Daily Texan Staff
No. 5 Rachael Adams stretches to block a kill against Illinois earlier this 
season. The  Longhorns lost this matchup 3-0.
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Peter Franklin | Daily Texan file photo
Tailgaters play beer pong in a parking lot at San Jacinto and Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard. 
Caleb Bryant Miller | Daily Texan file photo
Pregame partying takes place at ground level and atop the roof of a recreational vehicle at the 2010 BCS 
National Championship in Pasadena, Calif.
Peter Franklin | Daily Texan file photo
Only a few fans remain in the parking lot after Texas beat Baylor 47-14 in Waco on Nov. 14, 2009
Peter Franklin | Daily Texan file photo
Tailgaters wince in agony during the Longhorns’ losing battle against Ohio State on Sept. 9, 2006, on the 
southern fringes of the University campus.
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They bring their friends and 
serve unique cuisine. They play 
games and watch a day full of 
college football.
As long as the weather isn’t 
too bad, does anything seem 
more enjoyable than this?
It is good to eventually take 
your seat in the stadium, but on 
a weekend like this when the 
Longhorns are playing a boring 
game against a Wyoming team 
that they will completely de-
stroy, you can’t blame a person 
for wanting to watch Oklahoma-
Florida State, Ohio State-Miami 
or Alabama-Penn State.
Of course, the University wants 
the stadium to look completely 
full during the entire game, but 
it won’t happen and they haven’t 
done anything to try to get the 
fans to stay longer.
In the NFL, however, teams 
are looking to get their fans in 
the stadium in time for kickoff. 
The Houston Texans installed a 
speaker that will sound a horn 
at both 30 and 15 minutes prior 
to kickoff.
It is impossible to get Hous-
ton sports fans to any game on 
time, but it’s worth the try to 
warn the tailgaters not to crack 
open another beer or start on the 
next burger so that they can see 
the actual game that they have 
tickets to.
Whether you choose to put the 
beer back in the cooler or to con-
tinue drinking, make sure you 
enjoy your tailgating. Because in 
five months, you won’t be able to 
do it for a long time.
football: Tailgating provides fans relaxed, all-day experience  
tournament, perennial power-
houses Stanford University and 
the University of Florida, are 
just as formidable of opponents 
as the Nittany Lions and certain-
ly cannot be overlooked. The 
Cardinal, which will serve as 
Texas’ first opponent in the tour-
nament, with a 4 p.m. first serve 
scheduled for today’s match.
In its new role as an “under-
dog,” Texas will look to its two 
captains, junior Sydney Yogi 
and senior All-American Juli-
ann Faucette, to try to help the 
Longhorns come away from the 
challenge-laden weekend with 
a pair of top-five wins. To do 
this, Yogi, Faucette and Elliott 
all know that they will have to 
lead by example and use their 
past experiences to guide the 
youthful nature of the team into 
a group mindset.
“The game is so short and 
anything can happen on a given 
night. It’s about executing and 
putting pressure on teams,” El-
liott implored. “Our goal is to be 
in there and be competitive and 
give ourselves a chance to win 
and learn to build a lot on our 
chemistry, our team toughness 
and our unity.”
volleyball: Faucette, Yogi ready Horns
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myself to acknowledge, accept 
and experience that this actu-
ally happened.”
However, Shorb said she be-
lieved that it was important to 
create “Una Corda,” not just for 
herself and her own healing pro-
cess, but for audience members 
as well.
“It’s really an important emo-
tional process for me,” Shorb 
said. “But also I feel like I’m of-
fering it to the audience as some-
thing I feel like a lot of audience 
members an relate to in some 
way. It has to be hard and it has 
to be challenging, and that’s why 
I think it’s important.”
Shorb chose the name “Una 
Corda” for multiple reasons. 
First, the una corda pedal on a 
piano limits the instrument to 
one chord and helps to mute the 
sound. This mimics the way that 
cancer can often mute the lives of 
the people it affects.  
“People who are undergo-
ing cancer treatment, some-
times it’s surprising how not 
sick they seem,” Shorb said. 
“They talk and sometimes 
they’re active and they’re loud 
and sometimes they still have 
all their hair. You start inter-
acting with them like every-
thing’s ok, but they still have 
cancer. Everyone would say 
‘I just feel really off, not quite 
myself, kind of muted.’”
“Una Corda” is also Italian for 
“one chord.” This is representa-
tive of the cord that holds togeth-
er cancer survivors and the peo-
ple who love them.
“Cancer is something that al-
most everyone I know has some 
kind of experience with,” Shorb 
said. “Most people know some-
one who has had cancer.”
Shorb’s advice for those who 
have loved ones fighting cancer 
is to allow yourself to admit that 
this situation is not an easy one 
to deal with.
“Just being able to accept and 
acknowledge that [the situation] 
is really hard,” she said. “There’s 
no shame in feeling lost and 
grieving and being sad and not 
knowing what to do. Being able 
to say, ‘This is the hardest thing 
I’ve ever gone through.’”
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Virgin: Strong characters drive film
Photo courtesy of Sony Pictures
“The Virginity Hit,” which comes out this weekend, was filmed in a documentary style that adds an innovative, hilarious view to the teen-sex 
comedy genre. 
(Zack Pearlman), takes it upon 
himself to record every event 
in the run-up to Matt’s first 
time, a task that ends up bal-
looning after a video of Matt’s 
failed initial attempt ends up 
on YouTube.
Certain elements of “The Vir-
ginity Hit” strain credibility, 
beginning with the only-in-the-
movies group of friends that 
would do anything for each oth-
er and are all shockingly tech-
nology-proficient. Then there’s 
the idea that Matt’s girlfriend, 
Nicole (Nicole Weaver), would 
be so cool with Zack’s incessant 
intrusion on a markedly per-
sonal event in their lives. Not 
to mention the ending, which 
throws logic out the window 
to bring things to a predictable, 
upbeat close.
However, the film moves fast 
and keeps the laughs coming 
often enough to distract from 
most of the story issues. The 
film also gets a lot right, per-
fectly capturing the interac-
tions between Matt, Zack and 
their friends Jacob (Jacob Da-
vich) and Justin (Justin Kline), 
an element that’s not surpris-
ing considering that the four 
cast members lived together 
for most of filming. The mostly 
improvised scenes of the guys 
hanging out are the funniest 
and most relatable in the film.
Unfortunately, almost every-
thing else in the film is mad-
deningly inconsistent. Some 
scenes manage to be legitimate-
ly hilarious (like the group’s in-
teraction with an overly friend-
ly inn manager), but others are 
excessively crude or feel like 
leftovers from the “Superbad” 
script. The worst offender is a 
segment in which Matt is prop-
ositioned by a woman on the 
Internet, a story thread with 
too many dead scenes (includ-
ing a sequence in which the 
gang conspires to steal a suit) 
and ends with an over-the-top 
scene that takes Matt from sym-
pathetic to creepily desperate. 
The payoff to the storyline is 
clever, but not enough to justify 
the 20-minute detour.
Nonetheless, the film’s dull 
spots are carried by the funny 
and well-acted characters. The 
entire cast pulls their weight 
to make their characters mem-
orable, especially the hilarious 
Pearlman, who initially resem-
bles a second-rate Jonah Hill 
but quickly proves himself to 
be an entirely different animal, 
especially in a standout scene 
after a night of heavy drinking. 
The adult cast is almost uni-
formly great as well, with Ra-
mona Tyler and Bernard Hocke 
standing out as Matt and Zack’s 
parents. 
“The Virginity Hit” is by no 
means perfect. It is, however, 
a fresh take on a tired genre, 
and amusing enough to make a 
viewing worthwhile.
Grade: B
organic: Cost of food is 
20 to 100 percent higher
Calvin Klein, Langford Mar-
ket and Waterloo Records will 
be among the auctioned items. 
Six director passes to the ongo-
ing Austin Gay & Lesbian In-
ternational Film Festival will 
also be offered. Proceeds from 
the auction will benefit The 
Fortissimo Foundation, an or-
ganization dedicated to pro-
viding private music lessons to 
students experiencing difficult 
financial circumstances.
The teaming of fashion and 
fundraising to celebrate the retail 
industry is also the theme of Fash-
ion’s Night Out, an event founded 
by Vogue magazine editor Anna 
Wintour in New York last year. Al-
though Austin Fashion Night Out 
is not connected with the now-
worldwide phenomenon, plans 
are in the works for linking the 
two in the coming year. 
“We decided to go through 
with it to get the consumers 
familiar with the name and 
idea,” Martinez said. “We are 
working hard and diligently 
to get the official trademark 
agreement in 2011.”
Free and open to the public, 
Fashion Night Out starts at 9 
p.m. at The Belmont.
wayside of cheaper, nonorganic 
options such as Burger King and 
Jack-in-the-Box.
Organic food typically costs 
20 to 100 percent more than con-
ventional food. However, there 
are ways to get the benefits of 
organic food without having to 
fork over too much money.
“I try to buy what’s in season, 
and that kind of lowers the price 
a little bit,” Dula said. “If you go 
to farmer’s markets, you’re buy-
ing produce that’s locally grown 
and keeping your dollar within 
the community.”
Farmer’s markets are good 
places to find locally grown or-
ganic foods. There are quite a 
few around Austin, so you can 
easily find produce that’s in 
season while supporting the 
local economy.
“If food is picked closer, 
you’re eating it a few days lat-
er, so you’re getting a stron-
ger concentration of the nutri-
ents that can be lost in trans-
port, like vitamin C,” Staskel 
said. “And they’re not having 
to worry about, ‘Oh, we need to 
genetically engineer this tomato 
so that it’s tough so that it can 
stand this long journey.’ Farm-
ers can grow more natural foods 
because they’re not having to 
worry about transporting.”
Produce found with the most 
pesticide residues are celery, 
peaches, strawberries, apples, 
blueberries, nectarines, bell pep-
pers, spinach, cherries, kale, 
collard greens, potatoes and 
grapes. Produce found with the 
lowest amount of pesticide resi-
dues are onions, avocado, sweet 
corn, pineapple, mangos, sweet 
peas, asparagus, kiwi, cabbage, 
eggplant, cantaloupe and wa-
termelon. So, if possible, buying 
the items with the most pesticide 
residue organically can prevent 
the ingestion of residues.
“Think of those few things 
that you eat most often and try 
to buy those organic,” Staskel 
said. “That would reduce your 
pesticide load. It’s all about 
trying to make the better choic-
es more often. It doesn’t mean 
that you have to be perfect 
all the time. Every time you 
choose the better option, that’s 
a better thing.”
style: ‘Night Out’ show auctions designer fashions











Studio. Clean! Walk to 
school, 30th & Speed-
way. FREE Laundry & 
Internet. Call 7 days until 




Furnished 1/1 near St. 
David’s Medical Center. 
Gas, water, trash paid. 
$595. Avalon Apts, 1100 
East 32nd St. 512-458-
4511.
still the Best fur-
nished one and two bed-
rooms available. Pool, 
shuttle, shopping. Cen-
tury Plaza Apts. 4210 Red 
River 452-4366 and VIP 






Spacious 2BR/2BA Apts. 
On-site laundry. FREE 
Cable, internet, parking. 
Quiet, Non-Smoking, 






Studio $595. 2 Bdrm 
$850. 30th & Speedway! 
Clean! FREE Internet & 
Laundry! TexCen Realty 




-1/1 MOST BILLS PAID 




to $500 Rebate or FREE 
Move credit! Apartment-
Gurus.com is a FREE 
SERVICE! 1-866-933-
GURU (4878). Hassle 
FREE Apartment Search
two BedrooM in 
north cAMPus Last 
2 bedroom available 
for Immediate move-in. 






Le Marquee Apts lo-
cated at 302 W. 38th St 
Office hours M-F 8:30-
5:00. Please visit us at 
www.wsgaustin.com, 




in ArBoretuM Upscale 
Two Bedroom/One Bath, 
$800 + deposit, Washer/
Dryer, SS appliances, 
High ceilings, Wooded 
balcony view, Pool, 
Gym, Hot tub. Close to 
lake. Small cat or dog 
OK. Great for mature 






Close to 6th St, restau-
rants, UT bus, hike & bike 
trl. Great for roommates. 
3-2, hrdwds, W/D, pool, 
cable, FP, wet bar. $1700/
mth 512-469-2998







Across the street from 
UT!
2323 San Antonio St.
www.thecastilian.com
(512) 478-9811 (ask for 
Madison)





shirts First 50 people 
who visit Prepbooks, 
click ContactUs, provide 
username and CODE: 
austin10 in Message Box. 




If you are a veteran who 
was denied a waiver of 
tuition under the Texas 
Hazlewood Act at a pub-
lic technical school, ju-
nior college, community 
college or university in 
Texas and you were not 
a Texas resident at the 
time you entered the ser-
vice, you may or may not 
be entitled to a refund of 
all or some of the tuition 
paid.
Please contact Jason 
Sharp or Jerri Hardaway 
at (713-752-0017 or toll-
free at 877-752-2477. We 
are with the law firm of 
Schwartz, Junell, Green-
berg & Oathout, LLP, 
with its principal office 
located at 909 Fannin, 








prises offers high perfor-
mance polymer coatings 
for truck beds, trailers, 
and more! Truck beds 
starting at $350; men-







ter, 3901 Speedway, on 
the shuttle line just North 
of the UT campus, seeks 
Teaching Assistants for 
ages 0-5 & the Elementa-
ry After-School Program. 
Priority will be given to 
applicants with consis-
tent hours, early child-
hood education back-
ground, credentials, and 
experience. Shifts M-F 
8:00-12:30 and/or 2:30-







sary. Training provided. 




Mad Science needs 




dren’s birthday parties. 
Must have dependable 
car and prior experience 
working with groups of 
elementary age children. 
We provide the training 
and equipment. If you 
enjoy working with chil-
dren and are looking to 
work only a few hours 
per week, this is the job 
for you! Pay: $25 - $35 
per 1 hr. class. Call 892-





JOB FOR GRADUATE 
STUDENTS
$15/ hour reading 500-
1000 pages of Real
Property Text per week.




Protect TX’s future by 
getting involved in posi-
tive change; work on 
groundbreaking cam-




800 General Help Wanted
studentPAY-
outs.coM
Paid Survey Takers Need-
ed In Austin. 100% FREE 
To Join! Click On Surveys.
ft & Pt 
teAching 
Positions
Get your education, train-
ing and experience now! 
Hiring part-time school-
age teachers at all loca-
tions. Flexible sched-






month to drive our brand 
new cars with ads placed 
on them. www. AdCar-
Driver.com
get PAid $575 
for Your 
oPinion
Help us create some-
thing cool for college 
students. Give us two 
weeks of product feed-
back during the fall term 
and earn $575 American 
Express gift certificate. 






Westbank Dry Cleaning 
needs friendly P/T cus-
tomer service reps. M-F 
2p-8p. Sat’s 9a-4p. Start-
ing $8.75/hr. Must have 
transportation (4 loca-
tions not on bus route) 
and must have at least 3 







DO YOU APPRECIATE 
FINE BOURBON WHIS-
KEY? If so, the first le-
gal bourbon distillery 
in Texas is looking for a 
Hospitality Manager to 
organize distillery tours, 
manage events and 
oversee our hospitality 
room and merchandise 
program. This is a full-
time position with a ton 
of responsibility. We’re 
looking for someone 
who is confident, has an 
attitude, a big personal-
ity, and is eager to learn. 
For a complete job de-
scription, please send an 
email to dan@garrison-
bros.com or visit http://
www.garrisonbros.com/
hospitality
800 General Help Wanted790 Part Time530 Travel-Transportation370 Unf. Apts.
CLASSIFIEDS
ADVERTISING TERMS There are no refunds or credits. In the event of errors made in advertisement, notice 
must be given by 10 am the fi rst day of publication, as the publishers are responsible for only ONE incorrect 
insertion. In consideration of The Daily Texan’s acceptance of advertising copy for publication, the agency 
and the advertiser will indemnify and save harmless, Texas Student Media and its offi cers, employees and 
agents against all loss, liability, damage and expense of whatsoever nature arising out of the copying, print-
ing or publishing of its advertisement including without limitation reasonable attorney’s fees resulting from 
claims of suits for libel, violation of right of privacy, plagiarism and copyright and trademark infringement. 
All ad copy  must be approved by the newspaper which reserves the right to request changes, reject or 
properly classify an ad. The advertiser, and not the newspaper, is responsible for the truthful content of the 
ad. Advertising is also subject to credit approval.





















FileMaker exp. a plus. 
Flexible hours, casual 
dress, small office, ben-
efits if long-term. www. 
LawyersAidService.com 
Apply online!







Announcement, Services & 
Merchandise ads are 50%off 
regular rates and appear 
online at no charge unless 
you opt for enhancements 
which will incur additional 
nominal charges. 
For more information 
or assistance please call 
Classified Clerk at  
512-471-5244 
or email classifieds@ 
dailytexanonline.com
RemembeR!
you saw it  
in the Texan
DailyTexanOnline.com




600 West 28th St, Suite #102
breckenridge
Breckenridge  •  Vail  •  Keystone 
Beaver Creek  •  Arapahoe Basin
COLLEGE SKI &  
BOARD WEEK












According to the American 
Cancer Society, one in three wom-
en and one in two men will be 
diagnosed with cancer at some 
point in their lives. K.T. Shorb, a 
local writer and performer, has 
known three such women.
This weekend, Shorb will debut 
her new one-woman play, “Una 
Corda,” which centers on the feel-
ings she dealt with while watch-
ing her mother and two of her 
close friends as they battled can-
cer and ultimately succumbed to 
the disease. 
Shorb actually considers “Una 
Corda” to be a ritual because it fo-
cuses on the daily repetitive tri-
als of dealing with loved ones that 
have cancer.
“There are a lot of different 
ways to look at ritual,” Shorb said. 
“There’s the more formalized rit-
ual, like in the church or temple. 
But there’s also more informal rit-
uals, like day-to-day things, like 
brushing your teeth in the morn-
ing or what you do before you go 
to work.”
For Shorb, these daily rituals 
had to change when her mother 
and her best friend were both diag-
nosed with cancer within months 
of each other, and “Una Corda” 
shows how she dealt with that. 
Instead of waking up and work-
ing every morning, she suddenly 
found herself shuttling back and 
forth between the hospital rooms 
she would end up falling asleep in 
at night.
“Una Corda” was difficult 
for Shorb to write and perform, 
though. It took her three years to 
finish the project because she first 
had to come to terms with the di-
agnosis of her friends and family. 
“Writing the text itself was 
a very long and arduous pro-
cess,” Shorb said. “It has taken 
so long to actually get to explor-
ing this topic because it’s taken 
that much time to really allow 
myself to acknowledge, accept 
Life&Arts Life&Arts Editor: Amber GenuskeE-mail: dailytexan@gmail.comPhone: (512) 232-2209www.dailytexanonline.com
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Although it may not yet rival 
trendsetting New York or Los 
Angeles, Austin’s fashion com-
munity will be celebrating its 
fast growth and eccentric style 
at tonight’s first annual Austin 
Fashion Night Out.
The social and charitable 
event will include music, drinks, 
a fashion show, a silent auction 
and the opportunity to mingle 
with sharply dressed Austinites 
of every profession in the fash-
ion industry. 
“The idea is to highlight and 
bring community and con-
sumer awareness to the Aus-
tin fashion scene. Austin has 
a lot of great local designers,” 
said Anthony Martinez, found-
er and director of operations 
at Luxe PR & Promotions and 
the founder of Austin Fashion 
Night Out.
With an abundance of mod-
els, photographers, designers 
and retailers together in one 
place, the event provides the 
perfect opportunity for aspir-
ing students to network. 
“Any UT student can bene-
fit from this event ... even if you 
couldn’t be interested in fash-
ion at the least,” said textiles 
and apparel junior Sara Essoufi. 
“An experience of learning how 
to better mingle with true adults 
and business types makes real 
moves in today’s economy.”
The fashion show will kick 
off at 10:30 p.m. and feature 
looks from Langford Market, 
the newest boutique in Austin’s 
Second Street District, as well as 
world-renowned brands such 
as Calvin Klein, Betsey Johnson 
and La Perla.
S i n c e  n o  f a s h i o n  e v e n t 
would be complete without a 
little shopping, attendees will 
be able to place bids on more 
than 100 donated items at the 
silent auction. Products from 
By Addie Anderson
Daily Texan Staff
The word “organic” has become 
synonymous with “healthy” and 
“good for you” as the industry 
grows and gains attention, but 
that may be assuming too much. 
Although it may be healthier to 
eat organically grown produce 
and meat than conventional pro-
duce and meat, the word “organ-
ic” is thrown around so much it 
has lost some clarity.
The label “organic” refers to 
the way farmers grow and pro-
cess food, such as fruits, veg-
etables, grains, dairy products 
and meat. Organic farming lim-
its the use of synthetic materi-
als during production. Foods 
grown conventionally are grown 
on farms where pesticides, herbi-
cides, chemical fertilizers and in-
secticides may be used. The food 
may also be genetically modified 
to increase shelf life and/or pro-
duction. According to the Organ-
ic Trade Association, U.S. sales of 
organic food and beverages have 
grown from $1 billion in 1990 to 
$24.8 billion in 2009. 
“When you’re using chemical 
fertilizers versus natural fertil-
izers, you’re not getting the full 
profile of the nutrients being put 
back into the soil,” said Dean-
na Staskel, a registered dietician 
and nutrition professor at UT. 
“You’re losing some of the nu-
trition, although there’s an argu-
ment about if organic is healthi-
er, in a sense of, are you getting 
more vitamins and minerals? 
The overall consensus is yes, be-
cause you are getting it from soil, 
which is naturally richer in vita-
mins and minerals.”
According to the American 
Dental Association, some organic 
fruits, vegetables and juices may 
contain more phytochemicals, 
nutrients like beta-carotene that 
naturally occur in vegetables, 
compared to their conventional-
ly grown counterparts. Howev-
er, the topic is still under debate. 
Consuming organic food reduc-
es exposure to agricultural pesti-
cides through the food and water 
supply, which may be detrimen-
tal to your health, particularly for 
high-risk groups such as preg-
nant women, infants and young 
children. As for meat, the conven-
tionally raised animals take in the 
pesticide residues from their feed 
and the chemical residues get 
concentrated in the animals’ tis-
sue. When we eat that meat, we 
are consuming those residues.
Although eating organic is 
healthy and good for you com-
pared to conventionally grown 
food, some falsely believe that 
anything labeled “organic” is 
good for you. 
“Why even bother with or-
ganic cookies or frozen meals? 
It’s still processed food,” Staskel 
said. “It’s really your fruits and 
vegetables that are important. I 
would say try choosing organ-
ic milk to avoid hormones and 
pesticides. Try to choose organic 
when you can.” 
TerraBurger, a burger shop at 
The Arboretum, serves up organ-
ic hamburgers, french fries and 
milkshakes. The burger is made 
with hormone-free, grass-fed or-
ganic beef but still comes out to 
have 504 calories and 27 grams of 
fat. Sure, the burger may be bet-
ter in comparison with Burger 
King’s Whopper, with 670 calo-
ries and 40 grams of fat, but even 
if it’s organic, that does not mean 
it’s good for you.
“There are very few restau-
rants that cater to an organic life-
style, and Don definitely wanted 
to introduce something that every-
one would typically eat,” Richard 
Sniffen, manager of the Research 
Boulevard location, said about one 
of the TerraBurger partners, Don 
Craven. “So hamburgers came 
naturally. Don and George [Walas] 
collaborated to bring something 
healthier to the market as well as a 
facility that is eco-friendly.”
The Guadalupe location of Ter-
raBurger closed in May after a lit-
tle more than a year of business. 
At $5.99 for a burger and $10 if 
you added fries and a drink, this 
option may have fallen to the 
By Alex Williams
Daily Texan Staff
“The Virginity Hit” puts a 
modern spin on the teen sex 
comedy, taking the classic sto-
ry of the teenager trying to 
lose his virginity and present-
ing it as something filmed by 
his friends, “Blair Witch”-style. 
The film is also an experimen-
tal venture for producer Adam 
McKay, filmed under the radar 
in Louisiana and unveiled in 
July at Comic-Con. 
The film focuses on Matt 
(Matt  Bennett ) ,  a  typical -
ly awkward teenager and the 
only virgin remaining in his 
group of friends. His adoptive 
brother and best friend, Zack 
One-woman play explores the rituals of cancer
Austin fashion community makes 






wHeRe: Blue Theater Mainstage, 
916 Springdale Road
wHeN: Friday, Sept. 10, 8 p.m 




TiCKeTS: $15, $12 for students, 
seniors, and starving artists
wHaT: “The Virginity Hit”
wHeRe: Regal Gateway 16
wHeN: Starting today at 9:30 




Shannon Kinter | Daily Texan Staff / Associated Press
Rafael Hernandez stocks organic pears, one of the many types of organic or locally grown produce that 
the Wheatsville Co-op provides. The availability of organic foods at the co-op attracts many students.
Shereen ayub | Daily Texan Staff
K.T. Shorb portrays a woman who must deal with knowing a terminally ill loved one in “Una Corda” at The Blue Theatre on Thursday. 
Tamir Kalifa | Daily Texan Staff 
Designers will show off local fashions at tonight’s Austin Fashion Night Out, inspired by Vogue editor 
Anna Wintour’s Fashion Night Out, which debuted in New York last year.
wHaT: Austin Fashion Night Out
wHeRe: The Belmont, 305 W. 
Sixth St.
wHeN: Today, 9 p.m.
web: luxeprandpromotions.com
TiCKeTS: Free
CANCER  continues on page 9
STYLE  continues on page 9ORGANIC  continues on page 9
Loss of relatives, friends 
because of cancer inspires 
woman to create play
‘Virginity Hit’ experiments
with teen-sex comedy genre
‘‘    Why even bother with organic cookies or frozen meals? It’s 
still processed food. 
It’s really your fruits 
and vegetables that 
are important.”
 — Dean Staskel 
Nutrition professor 
VIRGIN  continues on page 9
Not all ‘organic’ products
necessarily healthy for you
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